
Spelling Words with Treble Clef Notes

Lesson Overview

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:

Materials

Standards Alignment
Specific official standards could not be verified for this lesson. The activities support general 
elementary music skills in notation reading, note-name identification, musical communication, 
and creative music-making.

Key Vocabulary

Grade Level: 3–5●
Subject: Elementary Music●
Duration: 30–40 minutes●
Format: Teacher-guided whole class or individual student work on devices/magnet 
boards

●

Focus: Reading treble clef notes from C4 through C5 and using note names to spell 
words

●

Identify the letter names of notes from C4 through C5 on the treble clef staff.●
Connect note positions on the staff with the letters A through G.●
Decode and spell words using treble clef notes.●
Create and notate a word using notes from C4 through C5.●
Explain how music notation can represent letters and words.●

Presentation slides containing:●
Slide 1: Notes C4 through C5 on the treble clef staff with letter names○
Slide 2: Individual-note identification practice○
Slides 3–7: BAG, EGG, CAGE, FADE, and CABBAGE○
Slide 8: Blank staff for creating an original word○

Interactive board or projector●
Student devices, if students will work independently●
Optional printed staff paper●
Pencils or digital writing tools●
Optional reference chart showing note names on the treble clef●
Optional: Student magnet boards and pitchdotz for hands-on note placement practice●



Note Reference: C4 Through C5
Use the first slide as a reference throughout the lesson.

Note name Staff location

C4 Ledger line below the staff

D4 Space below the staff

E4 First line

F4 First space

G4 Second line

A4 Second space

B4 Third line

C5 Third space

Students should understand that the letters repeat in order:

A, B, C, D, E, F, G

Lesson Procedure

1. Introduction and Musical Alphabet Review — 5 Minutes

Staff: The set of five lines and four spaces used to write music.●
Treble clef: The symbol that identifies the pitch range represented on the staff.●
Note name: The letter used to identify a musical note.●
Musical alphabet: The repeating sequence of letters A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.●
Decode: To figure out information represented by symbols.●
Notation: A written system for representing music.●

Welcome students and explain that today they will use music notes to spell words.1.
Review the musical alphabet: A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.2.
Explain that musical notes have letter names, just as letters combine to make words.3.
Display Slide 1.4.
Point to each note from C4 through C5 and have students say its letter name.5.
Ask students to notice the pattern as the notes move upward:6.

The note names move forward through the musical alphabet.○
After G, the pattern begins again with A.○

Have students trace the notes in the air or point to each note on the screen while 
naming it.

7.



2. Direct Instruction: Identify Individual Notes — 10 Minutes
Use Slide 2 for guided note-identification practice.

Suggested Teacher Prompts

3. Guided or Independent Word-Spelling Practice — 15–20 
Minutes
Students decode the notes on Slides 3–7.

Option A: Teacher-Guided Whole-Class Lesson

Display one note at a time on the staff.1.
Ask students to identify the note name.2.
Invite students to respond in one of the following ways:3.

Choral response○
Individual response○
Hand signal or response card○
Written answer on a device○

Ask students to explain how they identified the note:4.
Did they recognize the line or space?○
Did they count upward or downward from a known note?○
Did they use the reference chart?○

Provide immediate feedback.5.
Repeat the activity with notes in a mixed order rather than always moving upward.6.
Continue until students can identify most notes accurately.7.

“Is this note on a line or in a space?”●
“Which note do we know nearby?”●
“What letter comes next in the musical alphabet?”●
“How can the reference chart help you?”●
“What changes when the note moves one position higher?”●

Display one word slide at a time.1.
Ask students to identify the first note.2.
Continue from left to right, naming each note.3.
Have students repeat the sequence of letters.4.
Ask students to determine the word.5.
Write the decoded word on the board.6.
Repeat the process for each slide.7.



Slide Word Student task

3 BAG Identify each note and 
combine the letters

4 EGG Identify each note and 
combine the letters

5 CAGE Identify each note and 
combine the letters

6 FADE Identify each note and 
combine the letters

7 CABBAGE Identify each note and 
combine the letters

Teacher Modeling Example
For each word, model the following routine:

Option B: Individual Student Work on Devices

Student Response Routine
For each word, students should:

Look at the first note.1.
Identify its staff position.2.
Say the note name.3.
Repeat for each note.4.
Put the letters together.5.
Read the completed word aloud.6.

Provide each student with a copy of the slide presentation.1.
Students work through Slides 3–7 at their own pace.2.
Students identify and record each note letter.3.
Students write the completed word on the slide, on paper, or in a response sheet.4.
Students may use Slide 1 as a reference.5.
Circulate and support students who need help identifying staff positions.6.
Ask students to explain their thinking rather than simply supplying an answer.7.

Read the notes from left to right.●
Say or write each letter.●
Combine the letters.●
Check whether the result forms a familiar word.●
Correct any note identification that does not produce the expected word.●



Answer Key
Teacher reference for the words on Slides 3–7:

4. Creative Application: Create a Word — 5–10 Minutes
Use Slide 8, which contains a blank treble clef staff.

Possible Student-Created Words

Students may use other words as long as every letter belongs to the musical alphabet.

5. Closure — 3–5 Minutes

BAG: B – A – G●
EGG: E – G – G●
CAGE: C – A – G – E●
FADE: F – A – D – E●
CABBAGE: C – A – B – B – A – G – E●

Explain that students will create a word for someone else to solve.1.
Students choose a word made only from the letters A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.2.
Students write the word privately before notating it, if needed.3.
Students place one note on the staff for each letter.4.
Students check that:5.

Every note is placed accurately.○
The notes are in the correct order.○
The word uses only letters from the musical alphabet.○

Students exchange their slide or display their word for a partner or classmate.6.
Partners identify each note and solve the word.7.
Invite volunteers to share their words with the class.8.

BAD●
BED●
CAB●
DAD●
DECAF●
DECADE●
CAFE●
FACE●
FEED●
BEADED●
EDGE●

Return to Slide 1.1.
Review the note names from C4 through C5.2.



Assessment

Formative Assessment
Monitor students during the lesson for:

Summative Assessment
Evaluate the original word on Slide 8 using the following criteria:

Criteria Meets expectations Developing

Note identification Notes accurately represent 
the intended letters

One or more notes need 
correction

Word construction Word uses only letters A 
through G

Word includes a letter 
outside the musical alphabet

Note placement Notes are placed correctly 
on the staff

One or more notes are 
misplaced

Decoding readiness A partner can solve the word Word is difficult to decode 
because of missing or 
unclear notes

Exit Check
Ask each student to do one of the following:

Ask students to name one strategy that helped them identify notes.3.
Ask:4.

“How did the staff help you spell words?”○
“Which word was easiest to decode?”○
“Which word required the most careful note reading?”○
“What word could you create using only A through G?”○

Reinforce that musicians use note names to read, remember, and communicate musical 
ideas.

5.

Preview future learning, such as reading notes beyond C4 through C5 or creating 
melodies from written words.

6.

Accurate identification of individual notes.●
Understanding of lines, spaces, and note order.●
Participation in choral or individual responses.●
Use of the note-reference slide.●
Ability to explain how a note was identified.●
Correct decoding of the practice words.●



Differentiation

Support

English Learner Support

Extension

Teacher Preparation Checklist
Before the lesson:

Name three notes shown on the staff.●
Decode a short note sequence.●
Write one word that can be spelled using the musical alphabet.●
Explain how to find a note’s letter name.●

Keep Slide 1 visible as a reference.●
Provide a printed note-name chart.●
Highlight or point to the staff line or space being used.●
Begin with two- or three-letter words.●
Allow students to work with a partner.●
Use color coding to connect each note position with its letter name.●
Have students say each letter aloud before writing the complete word.●

Preteach the vocabulary words BAG, EGG, CAGE, FADE, and CABBAGE with pictures 
or gestures.

●

Pronounce each word clearly.●
Separate the word into individual letters before asking students to decode it.●
Allow students to discuss their thinking with a partner.●
Use consistent sentence frames:●

“This note is .”○
“The letters spell .”○
“I know because the note is on the .”○

Challenge students to create longer words.●
Ask students to create a short phrase using only letters A through G.●
Have students notate a partner’s chosen word without seeing the written word.●
Add notes above or below the C4–C5 range.●
Ask students to compose a short melody using the notes from one of their words.●
Have students create a musical alphabet dictionary with a word and a matching staff 
notation example.

●

Confirm that Slide 1 clearly shows C4 through C5.●
Check that every note on Slides 3–7 is correctly placed.●



Optional Follow-Up Activities

Musical Word Wall
Create a classroom display of words students can spell using A through G. Add the written word 
and its treble clef notation.

Partner Challenge
Give each pair a word card. One student notates the word, and the other student decodes it.

Composition Connection
Students turn one of their spelled words into a short melody by assigning a rhythm to each note.

Cross-Curricular Spelling Connection
Coordinate with the classroom teacher to identify additional vocabulary words that use only the 
letters A through G.

Prepare the presentation for projection or digital distribution.●
Decide whether students will work as a class, independently, or in pairs.●
Prepare printed reference charts if needed.●
Test student access to the digital slide copy.●
Prepare a method for students to share their created words.●


